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Paw Wi. Pest ſo near a reſentiind to 
the conſtitution, manners, and principles of ef. 
tabliſhed governments, than that of a well re- 
| gulated and organized theatre. Like them, it 
has a ſupreme head, and all its reſpective ſu- 
bordinate claſſes. Each one, in its diſtinct e 
order, acquieſcing to the higher powers, and 
all ſubject to their due reſtrictions, and lia- 

e g | „„ 


Sv 
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ble to proper regulations. Without an ade- 
quate, reſponſible, and experienced perſon, 
therefore, to conduct this ſmall and compa- 
rative government, the other parts muſt, 


of courſe, totter and decay. The truſt is 


both extenſive and important ; and, ſhould 
the holder of it prove unqualified, or ne- 
 gleQtul, his people muſt inevitably fall to 
ruin. Like a King, he ſtands reſponſible 
for the welfare and ſucceſs of his ſubjects. 


It is to him alone they look up for com- 


mand, and to him only they can attribute 
their good or evil deſtiny. 1 


: In this view, therefore, we will firſt exa- 
mine the reſpective merits of the above 


parties. 5 . 
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Wu txt the government of any truſt * 


veſted? in complicated and it is ſure to be 
'-| productive | 


1 


productive of anarchy 0 ill ſucceſs. 16 


this light, at preſent, ſtands the old theatre 1 


for, in fact, it now groans under the mot- 
ley ſway of creditorial, truſtive, managerial, 
and ducal powers. © The old theatre, (« as 
* a Noble Lord obſerved on Tueſday in the 


2 | Court Js: was let to a Mrs. Eſten za lady, 


ho, by common report, was ſuppoſed 


© to be an adequate perſon to carry on the 
* concerns of a playhouſe.” 


of this theatre? I anſwer, in London — en- 
gaged by Mr. Harris, under the penalty of 
heavy articles, to perform at Covent Gar- 
den, for the whole ſeaſon, which extends 


lic, therefore, receive any advantage, either 


from the management of Mrs. Eſten, (who, ; 


by the bye, has never yet appeared in that 
capacity), or from her individual perfor- 


| mance at the theatre? Mr. Harris, indeed, N 


ä might be induced to allow Mrs. Eſten to 
ſhew 


But where 
is Mrs. Eſten to conduct the management 


— — 
- 
. 


; \ 
— 81 
be N — Bare — - 
ä — — we Deo ee * — - * — = 
2 — —— — — — — 
— = g an — — — 2 
— — — — 8 2 
* — = ä ud * 2 — — pn * - gk". ” SS 
# * A od — _ 
LO ; 43 . — 
I * 9 8 * 1 > * * - 
EPs * 2 > rens nnn = 
* ( — wy — . y 
: »: 8 2 2 


I DEE Yet og > ms 
- "" _ 
oe — , 


—_ 


fliew her tc, 1 for a few nights, 
though, from the preſent buſineſs of Co- 
vent Garden theatre, we ſcarcely ſee how 
ſuch a furlow could be conveniently grant- . 
ed. The patent ſays, that the Duke of 
Hamilton and Mr. Dundas are veſted with 
the privilege (as truſtees for the morals 
and entertainment of the city) to diſpoſe 
of dhe theatre to ſome one, whoſe know- 
edge, activity, and "—— character, me- 
rited ſuch a right. In conſequence of 
which power, His Grace veſted the ma- 
nagement in the hands of Mrs. Eſten, who 
vas conſcious at the very time that ſhe ac- 
cepted that office, of being under articles 
with Mr. Harris for the preſent ſeaſon. Is 
not the /audable end, therefore, of the pa- 
tent defeated ? How are the public, or the 
c 
e ſpirited 
This » common expreſſion made ue of by Me. 
B— when Mrs. Eften appears on the ſtage. | 


} 


(9) 


101. Ws * 


or e character of Mrs. Eften. | 


101 


ſpirited on by the great FRO aftivity, | 


2125 13 


. por» 


191 f $11} 
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15 1 
„Labourin ng u wade theſe nepal Mrs. 


44 — > b 4 


Ehen com miſſions her mother, or mother-in- 


+ £6 ® ”Y 


4 ux. (we cannot really, aſcertain which), to 
| undertake the important concern, and car- 
ry on the very arduous taſk. of eonduQting 
A theatre-rayal, w who i is, in fact, totally igno- 
8 rant of dramatic affairs, and who, till this 
[> aſon, never appeared behind the ſcenes of 
| a playhouſe. Mrs. B— may be very ca- 
8 pable of educating paupers, and ſuperinten- | 
; ding the labours of a work-houſe, but tho- 
roughly incapacitated | from inſtructing ac- 
tors, or carrying on the weighty and dif- 


A 213 | 
ficult concerns | Of a cheat royal 


3 


| From the above! f elm ess chat have 
 becured, i it may be admitted, that, had Mrs. 
Eſten been able to ſuperintend the manage- 


n ment of her own theatre, the buſineſs of i it 


Dt 


7 ( 10 ) 


ould "Wo proved word correct and fab 
| ſtantial, and the ſucceſs, perhaps, more for- 
tunate and permanent. But, i in the preſent 
inſtance, any perſon might as well attempt 
the mechaniſm of a watch, who is ignorant 
of the art, as Mrs. B— attempt the ma- ma- 
nagement of a theatre, who is unacquainted | 
with all i its difficulties, neceſſary attentions, | 
| its principles, manners, and cuſtoms. Her 
Preſent undertaking differs largely from 
thoſe ſhe formerly embraced ; and ſhe will | 
ſoon find that the buſtle of a theatre little 
accords with that of a | patn-broker's ſhop. 
No wonder, therefore, when the head is 
| thus weak and rotten, that the other mem- 
bers : are 2 and forgotten? | oh 88 2 


* . j * g , * ö 2 1 . 


| "Tas gentleman, Som his earlieſt years, 
has been bred up in a theatrical life. : His 

| knowledge of the ſtage Has been ripened 
| by og * and mellowed by the 


0 I 1 ) 
5 anxieties and difficulties ever attendant. on 
dramatic occupation. His connexions in 
this city are among the firſt and moſt re- 
ſpectable claſſes of the people; and, when 
any of his kindred come forward to aſſiſt 
him, they never fail to delight and aſto- 
niſn. He is a man, in every point, ade- 
quate to the ſituation he has filled for theſe 
four years paſt ; and having acquired the 
affections of his actors, by his-complacens 
ey and ſtrict honeſty, and, at the ſame 
time, the good will and unanimous protec+ 
tion of the public, by his induſtry and un- 
erring conduct, it is no wonder that he hass i 
ond with ſuch extraordinary ſucceſs, "y. : A 1 
ſuch a malignant perſecution. _ 


It is always a pine aeg perfotman; 
(as in every other ſphere of government), 
that when their manager comports him+ 
ſelf towards them with good-nature and 
affability, they will ſtrain every ſinew in 
a They then look upon him as 
| their 
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their common father and protector. In 
this reſpectable light does Mr Kemble 
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A STATEMENT oF. FACTS, 


| MX. Kritik, by the error thar he Un- 
7 fortunately/laboured under, has ſunk 3000l. 
in his: late concern; and for what reaſon? 
| Prepoſleſſed with the idea that he was act- 
ing under legal and the moſt ſubſtantial au- 
thority, he nobly determined that the people 
of Edinburgh ſhould have a place of enter- 
tainment equal to their taſte and liberality. 
For this purpoſe, he built a moſt ſuperb 
theatre, ſelected a choice company of per- 
formers, and decorated his houſe with mag- 
nificent ſcenery: Why then ſuffer uch a 
laudable endeavour to fall i in its infancy 
25 When there are two W (Jaid'a learn- 

ce 5 


4-7 
| «ed Lord on the trial), in the city' of Edin- 


e choiceſt performers. But, on the other 
hand, where there i 18 only one exi Hing, the 
manager may eram and ſurfeit the peo- 


= ple with whom and what they think pro- 


« per. Conſcious, as they are, at the time, 
that ther 
* the people anxious, as they always prove, 


« at a particular ſeaſon of the year to viſit 
dramatic repreſentations, muſt go to this 


* individual en or not . at 6 N. 


| F 4 1 


Added to OR os eber Lord obſere-. 


Ea. „ Mr. Kemble was as much brought 
down to Edinburgh by Jackſon and his 


_ & creditors, as Mrs. Eſten was; (we ſhould 
rather ſay, Mrs.' B, for the other is 
only nominally brought forward). To this 

we will ſubjoin, that being patroniſed, as he 

was, by the Lord Provoſt, Lord Advocate, 


rgh, the people are certain of being en 
«> tines with proper amuſements, and the | 


© beingronsthekrre ales; api] at 
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and I Dean of Faculey, by the abſolute power 
of Mr. Dundas, an equal and joint patentee 
with the Duke of Hamilton, that his pre- 
ſent caſe | is very hard indeed. It is evident, 
that the Honourable Secretary wiſhed to 
a at an impartial part in the affair, by tranſ- 
| ferring his right to thoſe reſpectable charac- 

ters already mentioned, for we do not bear 
| that kg had eur inducements whatever to 


The groat. prominent nue chat 3 
the patent, is to ſhow that it was veſted in 


the hands of the Duke of Hamilton: and Mr. | 
Dundas; 10 reſcue it from imp. 


nent, and to ſes that the morals and entertain- 
ment of the people were properly attended to. 
If that really was the motive for ſuch a 
grant, why not rather have followed the 
precedent that Ireland holds out to them in 
this point ? There, the diipolal of the patent 

e reſts 


( * 

reſts i in | the hands of the Lord n 
and liable to immediate forfeiture on the 
miſbehaviour or ill government of the ma- 
nager. Why i is it not ſo here? Is the par- 
liament of England better acquainted with 
the individuals who are moſt capable of 
conducting concerns in one country, more 
chan the other ? But, I reply, that neither 
the moral; or entertainment of the people 
| were the ultimate objects of conſideration. 
No. © The theatre here, (ar one of the Lords 
3 very energetically noticed), was a mere job, 

* and that the names of thoſe Honourable 
Ne: Gentlemen were ſubſcribed to 25 patent 


"oy to yy on = Res JON" views.” 


1 Lord, however, e his 
diſapprobation of the meaſure in fill more 


1 pointed words, and declared, « That it was 
6e dl Hrace to ſee the names of ſuch Ho- 


5 nourable Gentlemen affixed to the Sq 
ent“ : ö 2 ; 


A 


1 We 


AS) 

* What could: be more injurious, (as the 
« 8 Lord obſerved I, to have a pee 
« of this kind put up to public roup, on 
N which the morals of the people ſo exten- 
N ſively depended. Any individual, bear- 
ing the moſt abandoned character, might 
« prevail over the worthieſt man, by bid- 
ding a higher price. Like a farm, (bis 
* Lord/bip ſaid), that might be offered up 
in a'fimilar manner to public ſale, a 
fellow that knew nothing of farming had 
it in his power, perhaps, to bid higher 
than his neighbour, - who was thoroughly 
“ acquainted with the whole procels of it, 
s and by thoſe impolitical means, the farm 
« would ſoon be deſtroyed, and the poor 
people, whoſe bread: depended upon the 
_ * ſucceſs of it, ruined wiGout, PRE Oe 

dor redreſs.” * 4 


8 four years ago, FOR, Morſe 
and. Mr as p for a patent, in 
e te 


(i) ; 


che Britiſh: parliament, ar! the Banne 
theatre, in oppoſition to the old eſtabliſhed 
manager, - who had. poſſeſſed the property, 
for fourteen years, under the licence of the 
Suſſex Magiſtrates. The bill paſſed the 
Houſe of Commons; but, when it was car- 
ried up to the Lords, the late Lord Chan- 
cellor (Thurlow) rejected it, without the 
leaſt heſitation. Who ( the learned 
Lord) are ſo capable of judging whether 
sa man is entitled to a theatre as the juſ- 
« tices: of the county where the property 
« ſtands? They are beſt acquainted with 
the character, the integrity, and the mo- 
„ rals, of the man who holds it. Why 
then grant- a patent to Captain Morſe | 
667 and Mr Campbell, of whom neither we, 
or the Juſtices, know any thing about? 
« I ſuppoſe ¶ continued his -Lordſbip ) his 
| « Grace. the Dule of Richmond will be next ; 
4 Bp Har for patents, and thereby be- 


we” come * manager of all the country the- 


C &« atres 


TS 
« atres in the kingdom, Vader that ides, 
4 I ſhall be obliged to my noble friend 
( Tord Radnor ) to bring a bill into the 
„ Houſe, to diſcountenance and aboliſh all 
« ſuch. arbitrary proceedings, and thereby 
«reſt it ſolely. in the breaſt, of the juſtices 
to ſuffer whom they think moſt proper 
« to carry on any theatrical amuſements i in 
* Naur n 8 370 


- Why, 4 40 ſhould not. APE = — 
| en in the preſent inſtance, and the 
legal authorities of this kingdom he ſuffered 
to act with ſuch. tantamount diſcretionary | 
powers? We then ſhould have no more 

Duler become patentees, and, under that 
(ie Mrs 5. , to the detriment of ſuf- 
the ſame time, to the injury of the enter- 
tainments which : are e expeQed to > take place. 

Dn 


( 19 ) 


The preſent patent is illegal, (Jo faid the 
Lord Advocate and Dean of Fuculty.) Let 
the people, therefore, take the advantage of 
that i/legatity, and follow the ſame ground 
cellor. They could not- purſue a ſurer ot 
arbiters of their own amuſements, and, 


throwing aſide the uſurped) powers of Dukes 


and Secretaries, ſubſtantiate a permanent and 


ſolid reſort, to enjoy the moſt refined enter 


tainment that the human mind 6 can * 
enjoy. ov 5 re. th edges <td 


* 7 * 5 
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We intended to make ſome few obſerva- 
tions on the illegality of Mrs. Eſten's pa- 
tent ; but, as that ſubje is more ably 
largely handled in Mr Kemble's petition a- 


gainſt Lord Swinton's interlocutor; and as 


it will foon come before the Court, we 
ſhall wave our deſign. One eircumſtance, 
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however, we ſhall animadvett - hs: oy 
_ relevant to the nn caſe,” ö 


5 ee eee yman, who. 
ae a few furlongs on the other ſide of 
the Tweed, had run in debt beyond his ca- 
quence of his ereditors iſſuing out a writ to 
arreſt him, he found means to evade their 
deſign, by crofling the river, and taking up 
his abode at Coldſtream, about a mile and 
a half diſtant, Here he remained the fix 
days, and, on the Sabbath, trudged to his 
old pariſh, where he performed his . * 
uſual, no one 0 it * wer 
. e HT: 


= & EE _ fk WE 4 


| * . «cas in-our | opinion,” is in bone | 


4 tent. To * ee the elexgyman, we 
ſee that che ſeals of England have no power 
or 3 "I oe the Kerne he lodged 

* | _ himſelf 


( 


nimſelf molly! in the e and jurifdic- | 
tion of Scotland. Why then ſhould any 


patent or mutual agreement be exempted 
from paſſing the ordeal of the ſame autho- 


rity. and Juriſdiction? Or why ſhould the 


ſeals of England have no force in Scotland 


when appended to a legal proceſs, and ſo ex- 


tenſive a power when annexed to a private 


grant? The twenty-fourth Article of the 
Union, moreover, directly and abſolutely 
ſays, that the /eal of Scotland is to be appena- 


ed to all grants, private rights, &c. 


=. * 


Mr Kemble has been known. in this city | 


and its vicinities, for theſe four years paſt, 


as a man capable of conducting a theatre, 


and ſo far initiated in the principles of one, 
as to give the moſt unexceptionable enter- 


tainments. and ſatisfaction. On the other 
hand, . we know nothing of Mrs Bi, | 
who, till this period, was nen of 
in dramatic annals. Yu e 


Mr 
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< 22 ) 
Mr Kemble, it is generally n 


Playfair clandeſſinely went to London, 


he difpoſed of the theatre to Mrs. Elten, 
without the concurrence of Mr. Dundas, 
and of courſe left Mr. Kemble in a aſt thi un- 5 


| fair and _ NA 2959 


The grounds Mr. Kemble 4 goes on, in "his "2 
memorial, are in every reſpeł ſtrong and 
ſubſtantial. Ile gained the conſent of the 
Lord Provoſt; &c. to open his theatre. An 


expreſs right (as he e ſays ) is granted to the 


patentees to ere? a new theatre, In conſe- 
quence, therefore, of his having gained the - 


conſent of one, he acted up to the autho- 


rity of the patent, and fitted up the theatre 
at an immenſe expenſe, infinitely (he may 


| 


ed terms to Mr Playfair; and; on his ſtart- 
ing objections, he propoſed to leave it to 
the arbitration of the patentees, Who, we 
have been taught 70 believe, are the ſole re- 
ſponſible perſons. Inſtead of chat, Mr 


Bb, well | 


- 
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4 build another bu 
the Duke of Hamilton ae be, X Bui, Six, 


Cu) | 


LOL 1 ow 
nifieent than the old one. Suppoſe Mr. Dun- 
das was to lay, I don't approve of the 
6 old theatre, and - I'll ae that down and 


* I do approve of the old theatre, and I 


« will conſent. to no ſuch propoſition.” 
I here then the buſineſs muſt reſt, and the 


old theatre ſtand where i it did.—If ſo, why 
ſhould not Mr. Dundas be allowed to ſay? 


« You; Sir, have. granted your right to 


« 1 Eſten, | I ſhall transfer mine to gen- 
„ tlemen, who are. beſt. enabled to judge 


„of the, candidates pretenſions. They, 
4 therefore, have ſeleQted Mr. Kemble, and 


«4 Mr. Kemble 1s; the perſon whom . 4 ap- 
point. To this, His Grace replies, 111 
am determined Mrs, Eften bull have the 


4 theatre. In that caſe, why ſhould not 
Mr. Kemble (enjoying the ſanction of Mr. 


Dundas, who has a co- equal right with the 
ys W Duke 


— 


G 


Duke of Hamilton in the diſpoſal of the 
patent), be ſuffered,” at Noe Lord 
e to fight on his own bottom, and 
« open his theatre, with as much ns, 
„ and as many pretenſions as Mrs B— 
| can . . to“ 6H] ks e $5: 


"MBS. Bo 8 MODESTY., 


N KemBLe's phiforiend! have been al 
lowed by the public, (an allowance clearly 
manifeſted by the ſuperior numbers that 
have reſorted to his theatre), to be far more 
; eminent and reſpectable than thoſe engag- 
ed by the oppoſite intereſt. Notwithſtand- 
ing this ſuperiority, Mrs. B—— has very 
modeſtly intitled them rogues and vagrants, : 
and comments very emphatically on her le- 
nity and mercy, in not having the whole 
95 ac — * and impriſoned. 
52 b This 


4M }. 


This very great Lady, it appears, | is of the 


ſame opinion with Triſtram Shandy, and 
* ſpeaks of a 90. as her own market has 


. 1 cannot 722 a learned 


judge) paſs over this buſineſs. without 


4 * dwelling a few moments on the calumny 
« * of one ſide, and the mods fly of Mrs. 
B — in taxing their opponents with the 


- « iHointnlbus appellation of wvagabonds ; 
<* whereas, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that either 


4 her or her whole crew are one jot better 


* than the others ; and, though I ſhall give 
my opinion for an interdict, I cannot but 


« lament, that the exertions of Mr. Kemble, 

« and the vaſt ſums of money he has ex- 
« pended on ſo magnificent a theatre, ſhould 
n os 5 unfortunate and j ineffeQual.” 
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MR. KEMBLE's POPULARITY 
IN T HE. 


"cry OF EDINBURGH. 


5 Wurx che 1 Was paſſed Dt 
Mr. Kemble, it inſtantly became a ſuhject 
of general lamentation : All parties, bewail- 
ed the unexpected ſentence, and every one 
ſtarted ſchemes, in order to redeem him 
from the heavy, loſſes he muſt-have ſuſtain- 
ed. It is evident, therefore, that he has ex- 
pended a conſiderableſumof money, ground- 
ed on the high and equal authority of the 
5 Right Honourable Mr. Dundas; and added 
to that, involved the moſt reſpectable com- 
pany of performers that have ever appeared | 
in this city, in a ſimilar precarious ſituation 
as himſelf. It is equally evident, however, 
that the whole body of the people are anx- 
ious to ſupport him in any ſhape whatever; 
PE and 


(TH) 
= and as it Rl reſts in his power to advan- 


age himſelf. of the prevaling zeal in his 
favour, we ſhall recommend him to ſtrike. 


out another mode of entertaining the pub- 
lic, without ſubjecting himſelf to the inter- 
diet of the law, or being branded by Mrs. 


B——, with the opprobrious e of 
. and e 


Before we proceed, however, to denon | 
ſtrate that point, it is neceſſary to acquaint | 
our readers, that Mr. Kemble in conſequence 
of the dependence, he laid on the authori- 
ty of Mr. Dundas, and the plauſibility of 
his cauſe, reſigned the town of Sheffield, 
and other populous places, where he was in 
the habit of performing for theſe four years 
paſt. | Thoſe towns are now occupied by 
other companies, from the above reſigna- 


tion, to the great regret of the inhabitants, 
and all amateurs of regular and ſubſtantial _ 
theatrical performances. Hei is now, there- 

oo RE fore 


T 


fore, involved i in a labyrinth of perplexities 
in this city, which nothing but the united 
ſpirit and liberality of the — can ex- 


5 tricate him from. 


About | fix FEW ago, Mr. John Palmer 
opened the royalty-theatre- in Goodman's 
Fields, under the authority of the moſt 
Noble Marquis of Cornwallis, being in the 
liberty of the Tower of London, of which 


-- on Marquis was governor. Notwithſtand- 


ing, however, this powerful ſanction, and 
after having expended an enormous ſum N 
in building of the theatre, an interdict was 
paſſed againſt the houſe, by the Court of 
King's Bench, through the joint perſecu- 
tions of Thomas Harris, Thomas Linley, 

and George Colman Eſq; managers of the 
| theatres-royal, Covent Garden, Drury Lane, 
and Haymarket. Mr. Palmer being pre- 
vented, by this ſentence, from performing 
regular plays, obtained a ſioenſe from the 


juſtices 
1 


(9) 


I uſtices of the diſtrict, to repreſent dumb 
entertainments, and burleſque performan- 
ces. This meaſure was attempted to be 


ſtopt, but in vain, and he continued for 


ſome time, to proceed in this new ſpecies 
of entertainment. This, therefore, | muſt 


prove a ſtrong and ſufficient precedent for 
Mr. Kemble, to act in the ſame ſteps, and 


follow the ſame grounds. 


"aw Mr. "Kimble "then, on _ this plea, 
( which has bad the ſanction of the Court of 
King's Bench ), convert his theatre to its 0 


| riginal purſuits, and revive the entertain- 
ments of the circus: no oppoſition was e- 


ver made to that, nor can there be any 


now. It will produce a pleaſing contraſt to 
the performances of the old theatre; and, 
it is to be hoped, enable him to diſburſe the 
enormous expences that he has ſo inno- 
cently and inadvertently contracted i in this 


city. e ER 


SINCE | 


The interdict, by the conſent of the 
| Lords, has been taken off, and it is the ge- 

neral hope and expectation, that. the 
ſtrong grounds which the twenty-fourth 
Article of the Union brings forward, that 
Ms. KEMBLE HAS A 'CO-EQUAL RIGHT 
wirn Mus. ESTEN 2 TO PERFORM. 39 
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To 0 the anther a the Gmperative View, „e. 


"Mrs. * IR Fu. branded. n me. with the 
epithet of rogue and vagrant, and hearing 
that you had the above work in contempla- 
tion, Iam happy, through that channel, to 


remind her, that, though I gain an honour- 
: | j - 
| able 


; 2 * 


1 
able maintenance in the theatrical ey" 
ſion, I have not been able to revel on the 
luxury of a daily Pye, and what is ſuppo- 
ſed (by ſeamen, from the Admiral to the 
common mariner, ) to be the beſt of all ſhip 
delicacies; [ mean, Sir, A Sea-Pye. 


Tukspis. 
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